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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United Stales only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 8, and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Pub. No. 2005/0038387 to Kriesel et al. 

Regarding claims 1-4, 8, and 13-16, Kriesel teaches a plurality of medical devices 
including a first medical device and a second medical device; the first medical device including a 
housing having opposite sides, at least one of the opposite sides including a matable element; the 
second medical device including a housing having opposite sides, at least one of the opposite 
sides of the housing of the second medical device including a matable element for detachably 
interconnecting to the matable element of the first medical device and attaching the first and 
second medical devices; and wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a selective 
means for restricting the attachment of the second medical device to only one of the opposite 
sides of the first medical device housing (refer to marked-up figure below); wherein the at 
least one of the medical devices is provided with only a single matable element (per mating 
condition (one device to another) this is satisfied by the first medical device), constituting the 
selective means (refer to marked-up figure below); wherein the first medical device is 
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provided with two matable elements, one matable element being located on each of the opposite 
sides of the first medical device housing (refer to marked-up figure below); wherein the 
selective means includes a locking element (threads) which restricts attachment of the second 
medical device to the first medical device to only one of the opposite sides of the first medical 
device once the first medical device is attached to a support member (refer to marked-up figure 
below); wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a blocking means for preventing a 
third medical device from attaching to either the first or second medical devices once the first 
and second medical devices are attached (refer to marked-up figure below); wherein the at 
least one of the medical devices is provided with only a single matable element, constituting the 
blocking means (refer to marked-up figure below). 
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Blocking Means 




3. Claims 1, 3-11, 13, 15-19, 72, 73, 75, and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,941,846 to Duffy et al. 

Regarding claims 1,3-11, 13, 15-19, 72, 73, 75, and 76, Duffy teaches a plurality of 
medical devices including a first medical device and a second medical device; the first medical 
device including a housing having opposite sides, at least one of the opposite sides including a 
matable element; the second medical device including a housing having opposite sides, at least 
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one of the opposite sides of the housing of the second medical device including a matable 
element for detachably interconnecting to the matable element of the first medical device and 
attaching the first and second medical devices; and wherein at least one of the medical devices 
includes a selective means for restricting the attachment of the second medical device to only 
one of the opposite sides of the first medical device housing (refer to marked-up figures 
below); wherein the first medical device is provided with two matable elements, one matable 
element being located on each of the opposite sides of the first medical device housing (refer to 
marked-up figures below); wherein the selective means includes a locking element which 
restricts attachment of the second medical device to the first medical device to only one of the 
opposite sides of the first medical device once the first medical device is attached to a support 
member (refer to marked-up figures below); wherein the first medical device includes a clamp 
mechanism for mounting at least one medical device to a support member (refer to marked-up 
figures below); wherein the clamp mechanism has a hole therein for slidably receiving the 
locking element, the locking element adapted to apply force on a component of the medical 
device when the clamp body is affixed to a support member (refer to marked-up figures 
below); wherein the clamp mechanism has a slide-ratcheting means for permitting a user to close 
the clamp mechanism about the support member by application of linear force to the clamp 
mechanism (refer to marked-up figures below); wherein at least one of the medical devices 
includes a blocking means (500) for preventing a third medical device from attaching to either 
the first or second medical devices once the first and second medical devices are attached; 
wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a latch element which detachably locks the 
first and second medical devices together once the first and second medical devices are attached 
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(the top and bottom mating elements satisfy the limitation of a latch element as shown in 
the marked-up figures below); wherein a release element is operatively associated with the 
latch element, the release element permitting a user to selectively disengage the latch element 
(refer to marked-up figures below); wherein the first medical device includes the latch 
element, the first medical device is provided with two matable elements where one matable 
element is located on each of the opposite sides of the first medical device housing, and wherein 
the latch element extends from the first medical device housing side that is not adjacent the 
attached second medical device and is secured in a position which prevents a third medical 
device from being added to the first medical device once the first and second medical devices are 
attached (refer to the second marked-up figure below the device on the left being the first 
medical device); wherein the matable element on the first medical device includes a ramped 
portion allowing the matable element on the first medical device to mate with the matable 
element on the second medical device when the matable elements are not precisely aligned 
(refer to marked-up figures below); wherein the matable element on the second medical device 
includes a tapered portion allowing the matable element on the first medical device to mate 
therewith when the matable elements are not precisely aligned (refer to marked-up figures 
below). 
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4. Claims 1,3-11, 13, 15-19, and 72-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,43 1 ,509 to Anderson et al. 

Regarding claims 1,3-11, 13, 15-19, and 72-77, Anderson teaches a plurality of medical 
devices including a first medical device and a second medical device; the first medical device 
including a housing having opposite sides, at least one of the opposite sides including a matable 
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element; the second medical device including a housing having opposite sides, at least one of the 
opposite sides of the housing of the second medical device including a matable element for 
detachably interconnecting to the matable element of the first medical device and attaching the 
first and second medical devices; and wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a 
selective means for restricting the attachment of the second medical device to only one of the 
opposite sides of the first medical device housing; wherein the first medical device is provided 
with two matable elements, one matable element being located on each of the opposite sides of 
the first medical device housing; wherein the selective means includes a locking element which 
restricts attachment of the second medical device to the first medical device to only one of the 
opposite sides of the first medical device once the first medical device is attached to a support 
member; wherein the first medical device includes a clamp mechanism for mounting at least one 
medical device to a support member; wherein the clamp mechanism has a hole therein for 
slidably receiving the locking element, the locking element adapted to apply force on a 
component of the medical device when the clamp body is affixed to a support member; wherein 
the clamp mechanism has a slide-ratcheting means for permitting a user to close the clamp 
mechanism about the support member by application of linear force to the clamp mechanism 
(refer to marked-up figure below); wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a 
blocking means (column 4 lines 9-25 (first position of latching arm)) for preventing a third 
medical device from attaching to either the first or second medical devices once the first and 
second medical devices are attached; wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a latch 
element (26, 38, also refer to mating elements in marked-up figure below) which detachably 
locks the first and second medical devices together once the first and second medical devices are 
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attached; wherein a release element is operatively associated with the latch element, the release 
element permitting a user to selectively disengage the latch element (refer to marked-up figure 
below); wherein the first medical device includes the latch element, the first medical device is 
provided with two matable elements where one matable element is located on each of the 
opposite sides of the first medical device housing, and wherein the latch element extends from 
the first medical device housing side that is not adjacent the attached second medical device and 
is secured in a position which prevents a third medical device from being added to the first 
medical device once the first and second medical devices are attached (refer to marked-up 
figure below); wherein the matable element on the first medical device includes a ramped 
portion allowing the matable element on the first medical device to mate with the matable 
element on the second medical device when the matable elements are not precisely aligned 
(refer to marked-up figure below); wherein the matable element on the second medical device 
includes a tapered portion allowing the matable element on the first medical device to mate 
therewith when the matable elements are not precisely aligned (refer to marked-up figure 
below); wherein the matable elements are corresponding male T-slides and female T-slots (refer 
to marked-up figure below). 
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Ciamp Mechanisms 




5. Claims 1-20, 72, 73, 75, and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,713,856 to Eggers et al. 

Regarding claims 1-20, 72, 73, 75, and 76, Eggers teaches a plurality of medical devices 
including a first medical device and a second medical device; the first medical device (100) 
including a housing having opposite sides, at least one of the opposite sides including a matable 
element; the second medical device including a housing having opposite sides, at least one of the 
opposite sides of the housing of the second medical device including a matable element for 
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detachably interconnecting to the matable element of the first medical device and attaching the 
first and second medical devices; and wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a 
selective means for restricting the attachment of the second medical device to only one of the 
opposite sides of the first medical device housing; wherein the at least one of the medical devices 
is provided with only a single matable element, constituting the selective means (refer to 
marked-up figures below); wherein the first medical device is provided with two matable 
elements, one matable element being located on each of the opposite sides of the first medical 
device housing (refer to marked-up figures below); wherein the selective means includes a 
locking element which restricts attachment of the second medical device to the first medical 
device to only one of the opposite sides of the first medical device once the first medical device 
is attached to a support member (due to opposing mating conditions shown on the first device, 
there is only one orientation to which additional devices may be attached; refer to marked- 
up figures below); wherein the first medical device includes a clamp mechanism (170; best 
shown in figure 4B) for mounting at least one medical device to a support member (column 4 
lines 43-47); wherein the clamp mechanism has a hole therein for slidably receiving the locking 
element, the locking element adapted to apply force on a component of the medical device when 
the clamp body is affixed to a support member (implied in column 4 lines 43-47); wherein the 
clamp mechanism has a slide-ratcheting means for permitting a user to close the clamp 
mechanism about the support member by application of linear force to the clamp mechanism 
(implied in column 4 lines 43-47); wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a 
blocking means for preventing a third medical device from attaching to either the first or second 
medical devices once the first and second medical devices are attached (refer to marked-up 
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figures below (note only one matable element allowing only one device to be attached, 
therefore blocking the others)) wherein at least one of the medical devices includes a latch 
element which detachably locks the first and second medical devices together once the first and 
second medical devices are attached (refer to marked-up figures below); wherein a release 
element is operatively associated with the latch element, the release element permitting a user to 
selectively disengage the latch element (refer to marked-up figures below); wherein the first 
medical device includes the latch element, the first medical device is provided with two matable 
elements where one matable element is located on each of the opposite sides of the first medical 
device housing, and wherein the latch element extends from the first medical device housing side 
that is not adjacent the attached second medical device and is secured in a position which 
prevents a third medical device from being added to the first medical device once the first and 
second medical devices are attached (refer to marked-up figures below); wherein the first and 
second medical devices each include a transceiver, the transceivers being aligned for 
communication between the medical devices once the first and second medical devices are 
attached (implied in abstract: ...interface unit... transfer of information such as drug 
libraries, system configuration values...); wherein the matable element on the first medical 
device includes a ramped portion allowing the matable element on the first medical device to 
mate with the matable element on the second medical device when the matable elements are not 
precisely aligned; wherein the matable element on the second medical device includes a tapered 
portion allowing the matable element on the first medical device to mate therewith when the 
matable elements are not precisely aligned (refer to marked-up figures below). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GERALD LANDRY II whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/GEL/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3763 

/Nicholas D Lucchesi/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3763 



